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S. RES. 389 

Whereas the theme for National Alcohol 
and Drug Addiction Recovery Month in 2021 
is ‘‘Recovery is for Everyone: Every Person, 
Every Family, Every Community’’; 

Whereas more than 92,000 individuals in 
the United States suffered a fatal alcohol or 
drug overdose during 2020, an increase of ap-
proximately 30 percent as compared to 2019; 

Whereas during the Coronavirus Disease 
2019 (COVID–19) pandemic, increased isola-
tion and reduced or disrupted access to 
treatment programs have contributed to an 
increase in individuals reporting anxiety and 
depressive disorders when compared to the 
previous year, and 13 percent of Americans 
reported starting or increasing substance 
use; 

Whereas, in 2019, there were approximately 
21,000,000 individuals in the United States 
aged 18 or older in recovery from alcohol and 
drug addiction; 

Whereas the estimated total cost to the 
economy of prescription opioid misuse is 
$78,500,000,000 annually, including the costs 
of healthcare, lost productivity, and involve-
ment of the criminal justice system; 

Whereas individuals with substance use 
disorder may face stigma from health profes-
sionals, as well as friends and family; 

Whereas it has been demonstrated that 
stigma can be a barrier for individuals with 
substance use disorder to accessing treat-
ment and engaging in recovery; and 

Whereas peer-supported communities offer 
individuals with substance use disorder bet-
ter success in recovery by addressing the 
personal and emotional effects of addiction 
and easing reintegration: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the importance of education 

for the prevention of substance use disorder; 
(2) supports efforts to explore the means by 

which integrated care, community, and sense 
of purpose can lead to effective and sustain-
able treatment of substance use disorder; 
and 

(3) shows appreciation and gratitude for 
family members, friends, and other individ-
uals who support individuals in recovery 
from substance use disorder. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 390—EX-
PRESSING APPRECIATION FOR 
THE STATE OF QATAR’S EF-
FORTS TO ASSIST THE UNITED 
STATES DURING OPERATION AL-
LIES REFUGE 

Mr. GRAHAM (for himself and Mrs. 
BLACKBURN) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations.: 

S. RES. 390 

Whereas thousands of United States citi-
zens, lawful permanent residents, vulnerable 
Afghans, and their families sought refuge 
following the Afghan Taliban’s takeover of 
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan; 

Whereas the State of Qatar played a crit-
ical role in assisting the United States in 
evacuating thousands of people from the rule 
of the Afghan Taliban regime; 

Whereas Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar served 
as a central transportation hub for many 
evacuees desperately seeking to exit Afghan-
istan; and 

Whereas Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. 
Austin stated, ‘‘Qatar’s support for Oper-
ation Allies Refuge was indispensable to the 
safe transit of Americans and U.S. personnel, 
allies, partners and Afghans at special 
risk.’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) thanks the State of Qatar for their piv-
otal role and support of Operation Allies Ref-
uge; and 

(2) appreciates the State of Qatar’s support 
to temporarily house thousands of evacuees 
until they are cleared for follow-on move-
ment. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 391—EX-
PRESSING CONCERN ABOUT THE 
RISE IN ILLICIT MINING AND 
TRAFFICKING OF GOLD IN LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE PERVASIVE 
PROBLEM THAT SUCH MINING 
POSES FOR THE SECURITY, STA-
BILITY, AND ENVIRONMENT OF 
THE REGION 
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 

RUBIO, Mr. CARDIN, and Mr. KAINE) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.: 

S. RES 391 
Whereas during the 10-year period imme-

diately preceding the date of enactment of 
this Resolution, Latin America has wit-
nessed an alarming increase in the illicit 
mining and trafficking of gold and other val-
uable minerals; 

Whereas illicit gold mining is a significant 
challenge across Latin America, specifically 
in the Andean and Amazonian regions, 
where, according to the internationally rec-
ognized nongovernmental organization Glob-
al Initiative against Transnational Orga-
nized Crime— 

(1) Venezuela leads the region with ap-
proximately 90 percent of the gold extracted 
in that country being mined illicitly; 

(2) Colombia and Ecuador closely follow 
with approximately 80 percent of the gold ex-
tracted in those countries being mined illic-
itly; and 

(3) nearly 30 percent of the gold extracted 
in Bolivia and Peru is mined illicitly; 

Whereas illicit gold mining involves the 
extraction of gold in violation of the laws of 
the country in which the activity occurs and 
mostly takes place in remote geographic 
areas with limited government presence, 
leaving opportunities for transnational 
criminal organizations to exploit this prac-
tice to generate billions of dollars in illicit 
profits to bolster their strength and long- 
term viability; 

Whereas the profits derived from illicit 
gold mining have become a leading source of 
the illicit financial activities in the region, 
surpassing the profits generated by coca and 
cocaine production in recent years; 

Whereas transnational criminal organiza-
tions use illicit gold trafficking as a mecha-
nism to launder profits from other illicit ac-
tivities, which frequently threatens the na-
tional security of the United States and un-
dermines legal international trade by com-
promising the lawful gold supply chain and 
exploiting the United States financial sys-
tem for illegal gain; 

Whereas the presence of transnational 
criminal organizations in mining and trading 
chains of gold and other valuable minerals 
profoundly threatens the safety, security, 
and cultural integrity of indigenous commu-
nities across Latin America; 

Whereas illicit gold mining often dev-
astates the environment and is destructive 
to rural and indigenous communities since it 
violates legal standards and safety require-
ments and often involves the illegal use of 
mercury, a potent toxin that, when used im-
properly, contaminates water supplies in the 
areas surrounding illicit mining sites, and 
can result in acute and long-term poisoning 
in people; 

Whereas the recent activities associated 
with illicit gold mining include cutting down 
rainforests and creating pools of stagnant 
water, which contribute to the spread of 
mosquitoes and insect-borne disease, incit-
ing an epidemic of malaria in Venezuela at 
levels not seen in the past 75 years; 

Whereas in May 2016, former President of 
Peru, Ollanta Humala, declared a 60-day 
emergency in the Madre de Dios region near 
Peru’s southeastern border with Brazil in an 
attempt to curb high levels of mercury poi-
soning of residents due to the impacts of il-
licit gold mining; 

Whereas, on February 24, 2016, the authori-
tarian government of Nicolás Maduro in 
Venezuela enacted a decree that announced a 
new legal framework for open mining under 
the name of ‘‘Orinoco Mining Arc’’ as a 
means to diversify the regime’s cash flow, an 
action done without the approval of the 
democratically elected National Assembly, 
as required by Venezuela’s Constitution; 

Whereas the Orinoco Mining Arc decree 
can impact the mercury content in waters in 
southern Venezuela and devastate the unique 
ecosystems of the Amazon, including World 
Heritage Site Canaima National Park, which 
is the ancestral land of the Pemón indige-
nous people and where at least 59 mining 
sites have been detected; 

Whereas corruption and the weak rule of 
law in Venezuela has allowed transnational 
criminal organizations, drug trafficking or-
ganizations, insurgent groups, and other 
armed groups to control and financially ben-
efit from illicit mining operations, many of 
which have exerted control over different 
parts of the Orinoco Mining Arc region and 
beyond, such as Yapacana National Park and 
the Alto Orinoco-Casiquiare Biosphere Re-
serve, home to indigenous communities of 17 
ethnic groups, including the Yanomami and 
Ye’kuana tribes; 

Whereas, according to the Center for Stra-
tegic and International Studies, more than 
500,000 workers are involved in mining oper-
ations in Venezuela, of whom— 

(1) approximately 45 percent are underage; 
and 

(2) the majority are from indigenous com-
munities who were coerced into working 
through threats of violence; 

Whereas the Organization for Economic 
Co-operation and Development, in a Sep-
tember 2021 report, expressed concern that 
the flow of all the gold produced within Ven-
ezuela, which is estimated to total as much 
as 75 tons per year, with a market value of 
more than $4,400,000,000, has a high risk of 
contributing to serious human rights abuses, 
direct or indirect support for non-state 
armed groups, corruption, money laundering, 
and tax evasion; 

Whereas Executive Order 13850, which was 
issued on November 1, 2018, sanctioned indi-
viduals involved in illicit gold operations 
that propped up the illegitimate regime of 
Nicolás Maduro; 

Whereas the United States signed Memo-
randums of Understanding with the govern-
ments of Peru and Colombia in 2017 and 2018, 
respectively, in an effort to combat illicit 
mining and minimize its negative impacts: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses deep concern about the threat 

that illicit gold mining in Latin America 
poses for the security, stability, and environ-
ment of the region; 

(2) recognizes the threat that illicit gold 
mining in Latin America poses for the na-
tional security of the United States; 

(3) supports the rights of the rural and in-
digenous populations that have been deeply 
affected by illicit gold mining practices in 
the region; 
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